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3. 


L. MINIMUM WAGE RATES 


This section contains particulars of weighted average minimum weekly 
and hourly wage rates for adult males and adult females for Australia and each 
State, together with index numbers with base : year 1954 = 100. 


2 0 The minimum wage is the lowest rate payable for a particular occupation, 
and for most occupations it comprises the basic wage (see page 12) and "secondary" 
wage payments, i.e. additional amounts such as margins for skill, etc., and 
loadings of various kinds. In the majority of cases such rates are prescribed in 
awards or determinations of Commonwealth or State industrial authorities or in 
agreements registered with them. Some rates are prescribed in unregistered 
agreements between employers and employees. 


30 The Minimum Wage Rate Index is based on the occupation structure 

existing in 1954. Weights for each industry and each occupation were derived from 
two sample surveys made in that year. The first was the Survey of Awards in 
April, 1954, which showed the number of employees covered by individual awards, 
determinations and agreements, and provided employee weights for each industry as 
well as a basis for the Survey of Award Occupations made in November, 1954. This 
second survey showed the number of employees in each occupation within selected 
awards, etc., in the various industries, thereby providing occupation weights. 


A. The minimum wage rates used in the index are for representative 
occupations within each industry. They have been derived entirely from represen- 
tative awards, determinations and agreements in force at the end of each period 
commencing with March, 1939, for adult males’ and March, 1951,.for adult | 
females. The index for adult males includes rates for 3,424 award designations. 
However, as some of these designations are operative within more than one industry, 
or in more than one State, the total number of individual award occupations is 2,322, 
For adult females the corresponding numbers are {,103 an 5186 By use of the 
industry and occupation weights derived from the Surveys described above, these 
rates were combined to give weighted averages for each industry group for each 
State and Australia. Because of coverage difficulties the rural industry is not 
included in the index. 


5.0 Because the indexes are designed to measure movements in prescribed 
minimum rates of "wages" as distinct from "salaries", those awards, etc. which 
relate solely or mainly to salary-earners are excluded. 


6. In ascertaining from awards, etc., the wage rates for representative 
occupations, it was found in some cases that an occupation selected as representative 
in the base year 1954) did not exist in earlier years. In such cases another 
occupation with the same marginal rate of wage was chosen from the same award and 
variations in the wage rates for this occupation were taken to be representative 

for the earlier period. 


is Since 1954 the industrial structure in Australia, and particularly in 
some States, has been undergoing a degree of change which over a period is likely 
to have some effects on the index. Generally the effect of new or expanding 
industries on the index is not significant, because occupations in such industries 
Can usually be covered by existing awards, and the wage rates for the new 
occupations conform very closely to those for existing occupations. Occasionally, 
however, an entirely new award is made tacover a new industry, and in such cases 
occupations from the new award are introduced into the index whenever such action 
is warranted by the number of employees in the industry. By these means it has 
been possible for the occupations in the index to be kept, as nearly as may be, 
continuously representative and for a high degree of comparability to be preserved 
over a long period. 


8, Weighted averages of the components of the total minimum weekly wage rate, 
i.e. basic wage, margin and loading, are calculated separately for adult male 
employees covered by Commonwealth awards, etc., and for those covered by State awards, 
etc, 





A. 


These particulars are published in Tables 3 and 4 of this bulletin. Relevant 
definitions are as follows:-~- 


"Commonwealth awards, etc." include awards of, or agreements registered 
with, the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission, and 
determinations of the Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator, 


"State Awards, etc." include awards or determinations of, or agreements 
registered with, State industrial tribunals, together with certain 
unregistered agreements, where these are dominant in the particular 
industries to which they refer. 


"Basic wage" rates are weighted averages of the weekly rates prescribed 

in awards, etc., for the occupations included in the index for each State. 
For industries other than mining, metropolitan basic wage rates have 
generally been used. However, there are a number of occupations for 
which basic wage rates other than the metropolitan rete are prescribed. 
Also in some States at various times, State Government employees uncer 
Commonwealth awards have been paid State basic wage rates, and the basic 
wage rates of some employees have been subject to automatic quarterly 
adjustments while those of other employees within the same jurisdiction 
have remained unchanged. In all such cases the basic wage rate actually 
paid is used in tables herein. For these and other reasons, the weighted 
average basic wage rates shown in the tables in this section differ, in the 
majority of cases, from the metropolitan basic wage rates shown in Tables 11 
and 12 of Section II, 


"Margins" are minimum amounts, in addition to the basic wage, awarded to 
particular classifications of employees for features attaching to their work, 
such as skill, experience, arduousness or other like factors. 


"Loadings" include industry loadings and other general loadings prescribed 
in awards, etc. for the occupations included in the index, Loadings, etc. 
that are not applicable to all workers in a specified award occupation 
(those payable for example, because of length of service; working in wet, 
dirty or confined places; excess fares incurred due to location of building 
site) are not included in the minimum wage rate index. 


9. The proportion of employees covered by Commonwealth and State awards, etc., 
varies comsiderably as between States. In addition, the proportiorsof employees en- 
gaged in the respective industries differ from State to State. As a result there are 
relatively wide differences between the weighted average amounts of margins and loadings 
in the several States. 


HOR The wage rates shown in the tables in this section shouid not be regarded as 
actual current averages, but as indexes expressed in money terms, indicative of trends. 
Neither the wage rates nor the corresponding index numbers measure the relative level 
of minimum wages as between States, 


11. Minimum weekly wage rates for adult males should not be compared with average 
weekly earnings per employed male unit, shown in Section III, because the latter 
include not only the earnings of adult wage-earners but also those of all salaried 
employees, junior wage-earners and part-time and casual employees. 


Ure e Wage rates and index numbers for adult males are available as at the end of 
each quarter from March, 1939 to December, 1956 and as at the end of each month from 
January, 1957. Particulars for adult females are compiled quarterly and are available 
from March, 1951. For details of wage rates and index numbers from 1939 reference 
Should be made to the following Statistical Bulletins:- 


S.B. 123 - Minimum Weekly Wage Rates, 1939 to 1959. 
S.B. 31 - Minimum Wage Rates, January, 1960 to June, 1963. 

Figures subsequent to June, 1963 will be found in the monthly bulletins, 
Wage Rates and Earnings, commencing with the June, 1964 issue. 


ay In some cases, when awards, etc. are varied, the new wage rates are made 
retrospective, Also there is generally an unavoidable, and sometimes considerable, 
delay in the receipt of notification of changes in margins and loadings in respect of 
the occupations included in the index, Such retrospective, etc. effects on figures 
already published for recent months are generally incorporated in revisions made at the 
time of publication of detailed special Statistical Bulletins (see paragraph eae 





Do 
TABLE 1. - MINIMUM WERKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a 


INDUSTRY GROUPS 30TH NOVEMBER, i964. 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time) , as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 





RATES OF WAGE 


Se. de 





Mining and Quarrying (b) A7O0 6 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, 
etc, 388 4 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 3 8 3 378 9 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 3 2 2 389 7 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 1 5 1 31 381 G 
Paper, Printing, etc. g fi 4. 51 419 17 
Other Manufacturing 1 O ate 6 | 386 10 
All Manufacturing Groups 11 4 2 1; 388 6& 
Building and Construction 1 2 8 8} 399 2 
Railway Services 6 O i 9 | 382 11 
Road and Air Transport iS, | 8 Ane SoG 
Shipping and Stevedoring 17 9 7 4} 388 0O 
Communication 3 8 3 9} 436 10 
Wholesale and Retail Trade @) 9 4 4} 393 2 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Servises A 3 3 10} 385 4 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
service, etc. 4 ole ek: 
All Industry Groups (c) 4 0|394 4 


INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 


Mining and Quarrying (b) 480.0 





164.8 143.0} 166.6 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, 
etc. eM 6 oer, 14520 | 13765 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear lake. 15369 Stel le voae 
Food, Drink and Tobacco NS io 134.3 136.6 | 1437.9 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 139.2 130.0 135 6Or te S469 
Paper, Printing, etc. 147.9 149.9 140.7 TASS 
Other Manufacturing 138.8 131.0 5 LS ASS 8 aaa | ARCS, 
All Manufacturing Groups 13ee4 135.0 13937 | (13766 
Building and Construction Vase ode 14tco 1 tates 
Railway Services 140.0 i eisica 137.6} 135.6 
Road and Air Transport 11276 Tee oe até 5 gy | 
Shipping and Stevedoring 138.1 136.2 136.8 | 137.4 
Communication Toe 153.68 152.2 | 1547 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 140.2 137.01 Vader 139.2 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services| 140.7 133.9 144.1 | 136.4 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc. 134.8 129.6 W32e7 bil otae 
All Industry Groups (c) 141.9 136.6 140.2 | 139.6 


i See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) For mining, the wage rates include lead bonuses, etd. 
c) Excludes rural. | 
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TABLE 2. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 





RATES OF WAGE 


Bom. SoG. BS. dd. G.0'. BS. ad. Soe. 8S. de 
December - 
1939 100 1 97 «1 99 5 94 1 1100 6 92 2 98 4 
1945 NOG G04 ee aie Gee inne 1 OmmO lt 2O meant 1 lo smear icOmmay 
1950 206 2 | 201 9 1195 2 | 197 11 | 200 7 | 198 O |} 202 O 
1955 305 3 | 295 7 | 283 6 | 285 O | 300 1 | 293 7 | 297 O 
1959 350 3 | 344 2 | 334 4 | 339-11 | 340 9 | 347 1 | 344 8 
1960 362 10 | 349 11 | 350 8 | 342 2 | 358 1 | 351 6 | 355 O 
1961 373 5 | 362 2 | 359 10 | 354 7 | 363 9 | 362 8 | 365 9 
1962 clés) Wish hostess “tsk Siok 1: 356 6 | 365 8 | 364 9 366 7 
1963 362) AU 372 O04 369 44 pose sia On 372 10315 3 
1963 - November 382 7 | 37110 | 369 9 | 363 8 | 374 10 | 372 9 | 375 1 
December 382 4 | 372 O | 369 11 | 363 8 | 375 O | 372 10 | 375 3 
1964 - January eyes hoe we 708 PSY cin h oils ies) aes esi iise ESE a be ilar. 
February 383 7 | 372 7 | 370 © | 363 11 | 375 2 | 374 11 | 376 O 
March 383 9 | 372 8 | 370 © | 363 17 | 375 3 1375 O | 376 1 
April 363 10 | 372 8 | 370 2 | 364 4 | 377 8 | 375 O | 376 4 
May BOO mo SY/2= ae SOc 364 1 SWksiy eS Sia uu 376 11 
June 399 5 388 6 | 374 4 | 384 2 ysl) as) Val sis)e is ae 390 7 
July 399 7 | 392 9 | 385 5 | 384 6 | 380 8 | 395 O | 392 11 
August 90964112392 441 865 Oo sed 10 N1 3801081395 Oo Bs 
September 400 O | 392 44 | 385 6 | 384 14 | 384 6 | 395 3 | 393 6 
October 400 5 393 3 Boo ec 385 % Biel wfeye | Oe )oye eiribes |i sos 19, 
November 400 10 | 393 4 | 385 10 | 385 11 | 387 9 | 396 O | 394 4 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
December = 
1939 8 a4: 34.4 35.2 83565 SO 32.6 34.8 
1945 43.4 42.9 41.8 A1.1 42.6 40.9 NPA 
4950 73.0 T4124 69.1 TOs TAO 70.1 alters 
1955 108.1 104.7 100.4 100.9 106.3 104.0 105.2 
Usb), 124.0 121.9 118.4 120.4 N20 122.9 12200 
1960 128.5 123.9 124.2 121.2 126.8 124.5 125.7 
1961 132.2 128.2 Nerina 12556 128.8 128.4 129.5 
1962 132.3 128.8 Teed One 129.5 |129.2 ; 129.8 
1963 135.4 1317 131.0 }+128.8 132.8 132,0 132.9 
1963 ~ November Abies Wester 430.9 128.8 Asie, 132.0 132.8 
December 135.4 131.7 i Spe, 128.8 132.8 132,0 132.9 
1964 - January 13526 1319 431.0 128.8 132.8 132.8 13361 
February 1357.6 131.9 1 Sih 0) 128.9 132.8 13220 13301 
March 135.9 132.0 TeSitae 128.9 132.9 132.8 1 SA 
April 135.9 132.0 Tocext 128.9 esau poe ate 133% 
May 1s6o3 13250 13434 128.9 133.9 T3289 io eD 
June 141.4 13766 132.5 136.0 134.8 439.4 138.1 
July Ase 13961 136.5 W624 134.8 BIAS, 13901 
August 141.6 oa 1Geo i etsins 134.8 1399 SIGE 
September 141.6 139.1 136.5 136.3 136.1 140.0 eigs 
October 141.8 139,2 136.6 136.6 ho 4 CAC: 140.0 1S 9ico 
November 141.9 13965 136.6 136.6 Hl IAAS: 140.2 139.6 


(a) Excludes rural. 


See paragraph 10, page 4. 
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TABLE 3. ~ MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a 
COMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATE, 30TH NOVEMBER, 196 


{ A 
i JOS. 





Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 






Noo. We 
‘Vie. 
Qld. 
ro pee: Be 
W.A. 
Tas o 
Aust. 


(excluding overtime), as prescribed : in awards, determinations and peenecuent*: 


Commonwealth ae etee State Awards, etc. 


All Awards, etc. 


svete | basic oe arg Total eas Loed-| Totel Basic | Lead= | Total 
at argin | Wage Bate argin ing Wage Wage | ® ling Wage 

d. d.| s.- dds. de d. d.|s. 
TI 3 2 |. 5 314 3°78 «OT ° 10 400 40 
4 > 5 T 21 79 111 6 393 4 
5 2 3. 7 9g Boo ea@ 
6 10 A 45 0 BO5 11 
3 A OQ 40 j 387 9 
1 4\1a 3 9 5 396 0 
2 2 31: 2 6 394 4 


(a) Excludes rural. 


(b; 


TABLE 








See paragraph 10, page 4. For definitions see paragraph 8, page 4. 


The basic wage rates shown are weighted averages, and therefore differ from the 
metropolitan rates shown in Tables 11 and 12. 


see explanation on page 4. 


o _~ MINIMUM WERKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, AUSTRALIA (a 
COMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATE 


Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 
(excluding overtime) as pececrs bec in erence: determinations and agreements. 


End 
of - 


December - 
1939 
1945 
1950 
1955 


1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 


1 9 63 -NOV. 
Dec. 


1 C 64-Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept ° 
Oct, 
Nov. 


State Awards, eke 


POLAT AN erence ets 


All Awards, etc. 















ing Wage b | ing | Wage | Wage 

BS. Go| Be G.}B. G.| Bo. Gat Be Go| Se Gols. del ws da! Be Ce 
es eel St Onmera no Ole Oiial nh) AG mmncO) 1.0 aan 3 5 | 98 4 
97 3/ 19 414 1 1120 8 98 1} 20 O]2 51120 6 8 31120 7 
162 2] 35 8/3 11 1201 91161 8] 35 315 5 |202 4 6 71202 0 
i239 O| 52 B12 4 1294 07/244 8] 50 615 01300 2 7 71297 O 
277 2] 69 2/3 O 1349 41275 8 614 8 | 339 10 5 01344 8 
278 21 7O 113 2 1351 91285 2 SID 8 1356 10 3 21355 © 
289 9) 70 813 6 {363 11/293 5 1115 3 |367 7 0 5.1365 9 
289 7| 71 34 1 [364 17) 293 7 4/5 141368 4 4 O }366 7 
289 10) 78 94 7 1373 21/295 0 816 10/377 4 3 oy sae 
289 10] 78 84 4 1372 10)295 O 716401377 5 Soom 
289 10) 78 94 7/4373 2 295. .0 816 70 1377 & Fee tsi 
289 10] 78 11,4 11/373 8295 O 616 171378 5 5 10 1375 11 
289 10| 78 1114 11 1373 8295 0 qi 2 pore 9 5 11 1376 0 
289 10} 78 1114.11 1373 8 295 O A Wy deal stay ae) 6 C1376 7 
289 10} 78 11,4 11 |373 8 295 4 Drea el) aes 6 01376 4 
290 O} 78 111 4 14 | 373 10) 296 1 917 44380 2 Creasy Geta 
308 10} 79 O85 O | 392 10) 303. 7 97 41,387 2. 6 414390 1 
309 2} 79 W5 14393 4308 2 10) 7) 7 13825 7 \- 6 3 | 392 11 
309 2] 79 A5 14393 5 308 3 1117 9 | 392 17)3 6 5|393 2 
309 2} 79 45 114393 5 308 9 O17 9 | 393 6 3 6725 1393-96 
309 21 79 75 2 | 393 11) 309 2 O18 O|394 2 6 61394 0 
309 2] 79 95 214394 1] 309 2 218 31394 7 6 81394 4 

NOTE. - For footnotes see Table 3 above. 


Bo 


TABLE 5. = MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES s ADULT MALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS 20TH NOVEMBER 64 
















Mining and Quarrying (b) 54. 72 142.86 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, | 
Vehicles, etc. 116.68 116.50 
Textiles, Clothing and | | 
Footwear 114.68 1 110.08 | 114.15 113.05 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 1116.65 W12.45 | 11 eee5 116.93 
Sawmilling, Furniture, ets. alae } 114.25] 112.52 114.30 
Paper, Printing, etce 1125.33 pute Ss abel ig 38 126614 
Other Manufacturing i AqG2 | 115.59 | eh SiOls: 116.11 
All Manufacturing Groups tesa 35] 115.71} 115.88 116.63 
Building and Construction iVeieee 20} 117.77{| 115.48 119.75 
Railway Services 118.65 112558) 111010 Deore 
Road and Air Transport 1121.03 112276 1116.16 116.68 
Communication Hales yal TS ei62e 130100 131.21 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 118.80 HON Poet | 
Public Authority (n.eoie) and | | | 
Community and Business Services [121.54 [117.52) 114.85] 1173.36 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal | | | 
Service, ets. 414.20 |109.60) 109.80 109.73 
All Industry Groups (c) AeOe5O 1 11eedde 105.63 ft 5207 


INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 





OS Oe UTI Ga AR AE SM RN ST OS = A on S ~ = a : 5 ~ . = 2 ad 





Mining and cating (b) | 182.2 164.4 jeooiodl Aeon 142.8 168.3 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, | : 
Vehicles, ets. Po asiieae! TSO Oi Oecd eS (ee 142.7 13762 
Textiles, Clothing and | 
Footwear 135.1 133.7| 129.7 iPeVelioyl © Tapa 7:4 133.¢ 
Food, Drink and Tobacco a Site 134.0}; 132.4) 1436.9] 136.3] SHAG 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. | 438, 7 129.7 134.6 1BZcot 154. | 13470 
Paper , Printing, BEC o 147.6 | 149.6} 146.6} 159.6) 140.4 148.6 
Other Manufacturing ise. SIO (lb sl shoarias 19) sisi aS ay 136.8 
All Manufacturing Groups 138.2 | eVLayel BiesiiS = Tslogsis asic laiieae! 
Building and Construction ad d2eony HerraO) fs a ekeio(e= Tsisc@) |S ta ail o? 141.0 
Railway Services | 139.8 | 137.8] 132.6) 130.9] 137.4 1D 
Road and Air Transport | 142.6 TT Adled oe eo lee Oso mete 137.4 
Communication Hs ne 453.5] 155.0] 153.8] 153.4] 154.5 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 139.9 136.9 oid | Sloe lL aaah 138.9 
Publis Authority (n.@ods) and. | : 
Community and Business Services | 143.2 135.3) 133.5} 133.1] 146.0) 138.8 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal | | | | aw 
Service, etc. 134.5 1293 | eoee | ae dade 132.8] 31.6 
All Industry Groups (c) | 4471.9 136.4] 136.5} 13764 140.2] 139.5 


(a) See peeeetedh 10, page 4. (wb) For mining, the wage rates include lead bonuses, etc. 
(c) Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. The former is not included in the 

Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite particulars for the computation 

of hourly wage rates are not available. 





9. 
TABLE 6, ~ MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 


Qld. Dens | W.A. | Tas. | Aust. 


RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 











na Sw ee SE ee ree perrgeres: foe 


End of - 


(DEE 6 OC DEEL SAO ae es oe OO 












December ~ 
1939 27.48 | 26.44 | 27.49 | 25.45] 27.15 | 25.14 26.91 
1945 33.64 | 33.05 | 32.63 | 31.72 | 32.83 | 371-71 33.05 
1950 61.96 | 60.58 | 58.60 | 59.44 | 60.35 | 59.42 60.70 
1956 91.89 88.87 85.22 5.68 } 90.50 88.45 89. 36: 
1959 105.28 | 103.35 1100.35 | 102.08 | 102.56 |104.38} 103.55 
| 960 409,09 1105.08 |105.35 | 102.73 | 107-87 |} 105.70] 106.71 
196% 112.29 |108.76 |108.05 | 106.46 | 109.53 | 109.03] 109.91 
1962 412,34 | 109.21 | 108,00 | 107.08 | 110.13 | 109.71] 110.16 
1963 114.94 | 111.68 | 147.08 991 142.91 1112.06] 112.76 
1963 ~ November AG BAN tos) ties | 109.18 286 | 112204) 142.69 
December 414.94 | 111.68 | 111.08 | 109.18 | 112.94 | 112.06] 112.76 
1964 - January 115.24 | 111.88 | 141.08 | 109.21 | 112.96 | 112.71 112.96 
February 415.32 | 111.88 | 111.08 } 109.23 | 112.96} 112071) 112.99 
March 1150371 111-91 | 111-08 | 109.26 | 112.99 | 112.73] 113.01 
April 415.40 | 111.914 | 111.15 | 109.34 | 173.741 | 112.735}; 113.09 
May 115.74 | 111.91 ine5 | 109.37 | 113-89 | 112.83] 113.24 
June 120.02 | 116.64 | 112.37 3 174.49 | 118.36) 117.17 
July 120,10 | 147.94] 145271 | 1150441} 114.49 | 118.74] 118.04 
August 1 115.71 | 1145.54 | 144.57 | 118.76] 118.12 
September AG ete 1 115.67 | 118.81 AtBiece 
October 4 ; 4 | W46e6e | 11 OecAlee 140.57 
November 31 11 116.67 1119.06| 118.47 


RO ek eR US TR CBRE IT NE 





December - 





INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 


























































1939 32.4 30.0 32.0 29.6 31./ 
1945 38.4 3704 38.7 37-3 38.9 
1950 69.0 10.0 7161 70.0 lee 
1955 100.4. 1100.9 |106.6 1104.2 | 105.3 
1959 alisvae” 120 ee 120.6 122.9 122.0 
4960 les cen a lalate Beles | eSiy 
1961 2504 129.0 (25.4 129.5 
1962 126.1 |129.7 |129.2 | 129.8 
1963 128.6 {433.0 {4132.0 132.8 
1963 - November 126% 432.9 1132.0 132.7 
December 128.6 {7133.0 {132.0 132.8 
1964 - January WZG00) ltooet 132230 1334 
February 128.7 {13301 gece Hoe 
March 128.7. {133.1 |132.8 133.1 
April 128.8 |133.9 {132.8 | 133.2 
May (26.8 | 434e0 432.9 133.4 
June 135.9 1134.9 {139.4 138.0 
July 136, Omm i Say toe 139.0 
August 136.4 BA ep 1o9e2 139.1 
September 136.1 3662 139.9 13902 
October 136.4 1137.4 (140.0 | 139.4 
November 13635 sical AC EN Ae. 
(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. The 


former is not included in the Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite 
particulars for the computation of hourly wage rates are not available. 


10. 
TABLE 7. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1964 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 


_industry Group Qid. | S.A. | WA. [ Tas. | Aust. 


RATES OF WAGE 












| Ss. do] s. do! 8. del oe. d. 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 288 70!275 71266 5) 265 280 14 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 270 § 266 4/267 410) 269 268 2 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 288 51269 11266 11) 265 274 «7 
Other Manufacturing 284 21271 81272 11/266 277 9 
All Manufacturing Groups 279 9/268 11/268 7] 266 ZS 
Transport and Communication 300 10) 289 9/289 7] 288 293 17 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 309 31291 5/278 2/277 e) 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and | | 
Community and Business Services 303 91289 4/276 6 
Amusement, Hotels,Personal Service,ete.| 278 3) 266 | 2¢ 3 
All Industry Groups (b) 290 6276 4/2’ 5 


INDEX NUMBERS 





(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100 

Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 14D tel ooee 2 3350 1 S4eeT 140.7 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear doo: 11.36,0. 134.7 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 144.9 1128.5 137.9 
Other Manufacturing 142.7 133.6 139.2 
All Manufacturing Groups TAOS 133.6 ee 
Transport and Communication Dea ea WaApae 147.6 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 15555 138.6 147.6 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services Hoe le 434.9 146.4 
Amusement, Hotels,Personal Service,etc.; 139.8 | 742 143.3 136.8 
All Industry Groups (b) (aoe 137.9 - 141.4 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and building 


and construction. 
TABLE 8. = MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a 
(excluding over- 





Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 


RATES OF WAGE 


























s. 4d./ s. a de 
December - 1951 (172 41172 2 2 4 
1959 249 31241 3 8 2 
1960 261 3 1246 7 4 8 
1961 269 2/256 7 6 - 
1962 Ogee at eo mG g 6 
1963 - September 271A Onl 2 OOun 7 d 9 
December Dial OO nme 6 3 
1964 = March 278 61260 7 6 
June 290 5 1272 6 
___ September 290__6 JeT7eé ¢ 
















INDEX NUMBERS 





| Base 3: Weig 
December = 1951 
be ey) 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 = September 
December 


1964 ~- March 


hted Averag 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural3; mining and quarrying; and building and 
construction. 








A 
ho 


TABLE 9. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1904 





Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of se rates 


[ as. 1 Sk [Wa] Tas, [inet 


RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 


Industry Group 





Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 

Other Manufacturing 

All Manufacturing Groups 

Transport and Communication 

Wholesale and Retail Trade 

Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement,Hotels,Personal Service,etc. 

All Industry Groups 



























INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, 


144.0 | 8 | ale 





Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 137.5) 


Textiles, Clothing and Footwear Pao esc eal 
Food, Drink and Tobacco V4Sel 1 15461 
Other Manufacturing TA2e SH 13550 
All Manufacturing Groups 13937 1 13004 
T:ransport and Communication 15. 6 lel aac 
Wnolesale and Retail Trade 155.8 | 145.2 
Pablic Authority (n.e.i.) and 

ommunity and Business Services 15723 1 446.9 


Anusement,Hotels,Personal Service,etc. 14050 1 132.9 
All Industry Groups (b) | 146.51 738.2 


(2) See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) Excludes rural; 
and construction. 


mining and quarrying; and building 


TABLE 10. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 
Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 











ind of - qia. | S-A. | WA. | Tas. | Aust. 
RATES OF WAGE (Pence) | 

Tecember - 1951 52.30 51.90 48.72 ies 50.23 51251 
1959 75. 66 T2ef2 69.42 (a 71.06 Wasee 

1960 19.31 14.33 12.34 13.630 12045 76.13 

1961 OM a 17. 34 TT 023 76.04 T5230 79.00 

1962 81.68 Load 17.30 76.14 T3is53 19.10 

1963 = September O38) 18.99 (eee, 76.97 76.31 80.52 
December 3.535 18555 79.04 76097 10.4e 80.54 

1964 ~ March 84.54 fisrpals, 19.04 TOog 76.74 84.04 
June 88.16 82,04 S05 55 82 .O1 84 6! 84.42 

eptember 88.19 83.29 Genie 82,00 eget Onin 


December - 


1963 - 
1964 - 


1951 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 
September 
December 
March 
June 
September 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 
construction. 


A. 


INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base s: Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 


Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; 








and building and 





12. 
Il. BASIC WAGE RATES 


Basic wage rates are determined by Commonwealth or State industrial author- 
ities. The basic wage is that part of the minimum wage to which are added margins for 
skill, etc. and loadings. It is determined without regard to any circumstance 
pertaining to the occupation or industry of an employee. 


For further information reference should be made to the Labour Report, in 
which the history of basic wage fixation in Australia is dealt with at some length. 
For tables showing Commonwealth and State basic wage rates over a long period of years 
see the Appendix to Labour Report No. 49, 1961. 


COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES 


The Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission may, for the 
purpose of preventing or settling an industrial dispute extending beyond the limits of 
any State, make an order or award altering the basic wage or the principles upon which 
it is computed. In practice, the Commission holds general basic wage inquiries from 
time to time and its findings apply to industrial awards within its jurisdiction. 
Since December, 1950 the basic wage for adult females has been 75 per cent. of ‘the 
adult male rate, , 


TABLE 141. — COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES : WEEKLY RATES 


ADULT MALES 





Operative (a) 






















d. Be dd. d. a. as gs. d. 

1951 - November 0 0 0 195 0 O | 200 0 
1952 - November 0 @) 6) 229 O 0 ZA = SY, 
1953 - August (b) 0 0 0 231 O Om 0236 520 
1956 - June (c) 0 0 O 241 O O | 246 O 
1957 = 15th May(c) 0 0 0 251 0 O | 256 O 
1958 - 21st May(c) 0 0 0 256 O O | 261 O 
1959 - 11th Tunee4 0 0 O aay a (0) O | 276 O 
1961 = Tth July(c} 0 0 0 283 O O | 288 O 
1964 = 19th June(c)315 0 0 O B03 000 O | 308 O 

ADULT FEMALES 

Bo de as s. da. | d. as s. @ 

1951 - November 155 O O 6 O 6 0 T5@ 220 
1952 - November 177 6 0 0 6 O Snel tee © 
1953 - August (b) 1182 0 O 6 0 0 6 1177 0 
1956 - June (c 189 6 6 O 6 6 O | 184 6 
1957 - 15th May(c) 1197 0 0 6 0 0 6 | 192 0 
1958 - 21st May(c)}201 0 0 0 0 6 O | 195 6 
1959 - 11th June(c}212 0 O 6 0 0 6 | 207 0 
1961 - 7th nee 221 0 Q 6 0 0 6 | 216 0 
1964 = 19th June(c}236 O O 6 O O 6 | 231 O 





(a) Rates are operative from the beginning of the first pay-period commencing in the 


month shown or commencing on or after the date shown. (b) Automatic quarterly adjust- 
ment in accordance with variations in retail price index numbers discontinued. 
(c) Rates declared subsequent to an injwiry. 





13. 
STATE BASIC WAGES 


In New South Wales automatic quarterly adjustments to the basic wage were 
d:.scontinued following legislation passed. in October, 1964 and Commonwealth basic. 
wage rates were adopted retrospective to 19th June,1964. State basic wages are not 
daclared in Victoria and Tasmania, but Wages Boards, which determine minimum rates to be 
paid in various industry groups or callings, now generally adopt Commonwealth rates. In 
Queensland the industrial authority may declare a basic wage only after an inqtiiry. 

1 South Australia the rates have been the same as Commonwealth rates since 1950. The 
industrial authority in Western Australia determines the basic wage each quarter after 
considering retail price index numbers. -In all States, since May, 1961 the basic wage 
for adult females has been 75 per cent. of the adult male rate. The rates for the 
capital cities in each State are shown in Table 12. 


TABLE 12. = STATE BASIC LES s WEEKLY RATES 









Adult Adult Adult 
Date Operative (a) Males Females Date Operative (a) Females 
Bo Gd. Bo A. 3 o Cie 





ale 


1953 — August (b 1963 - February 301. 0 226 Q 
1955 - November (c) May 302 O 226 6 
1956 - November August 303 O 227: 6 
1957 ~ November November 303 C6 227 6 
1958 - November 1964 - February / 303 O 227 6 
1959 ~ November May 5305270 229 O 
1960 - November 19th June (f) | 315 0 236 O 


1961 - November 
1962 - November 





VICTORIAN BASIC WAGH - MELBOURNE RATES 













1953 ~ November 237 0 177 6 | 1959 - June 0 
1954 - November 234 0 175 6 1961 - July (d) 215 0 
1955 - November 246 0 184 6 |1964 - June (4) 230 0 
1956 - August (bd) 263 O 197 O 





QUEENSLAND BASIC WAGE =» BRISBANE RATES 


1953 - 2nd November 222 0 149 0 1964: - 30th January 
1954 - 1st February 225 0 151 0. 1st May (e) 
‘955 - 2dth October 229 0 154 0. 29th May (e) 
‘956 - 29th October 241 O 162 6 1963 - 6th May (e) 
‘957 - 29th July 241 0 162 § 1964 ~ 13th July (e) 
1958 - 27th October 256 O 173 6 7th Decembex{e) 
1959 - 26th October 267 O 182 O 

1960 - 31st October 276 © 191 90 





SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BASIC WAGE - ADELAIDE RATES 


NOTE: Since February, 1950 these rates have been the same as the Commonwealth basis 
wage rates for Adelaide (see previous table). 





WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BASIC WAGE ~ ee RATES 





1953 = 27th July 246 6 160 3 1961 = 31st July 225 5 
1955 - 9th August 252 5 164 1 30th October 224 1 
1956 - 29th October 265 2 172 4 1963 - 22nd April 225 2 
1957 - 28th October 272 9 177 - 3 | 29th July 226 14 
1958 - 27th October 273 5 177 9 1964 = 27th April 304 2 226 2 
1959 ~ 26th October 281 6 183 0 22nd Sept. (e) | 2300 
1960 ~ 2dth October 294 7 220 11 26th October Sa 2o300 > 
1961 - 30th October 298 9 224 1 
TASMANIAN BASIC WAGE ~- HOBART RATES 
1956 - February (s) | 259 0 194 3 1959 - July (d 282 0 211 6 
May 268 O 201 nO 1961 - July p88 294 0 220 6 
August (b) 2720 204 0: | 1964 ~ June (d) Sri O. 235 6 


(a) See foatnote.(a) to Table 11. (b) See. pecan to Table 115: ..(c). Automatic ad- 
justnients resintroduced, (d) Commonwealth basid wage rates adoptdd: a most wages boards 
in the months shown, (e) Rates declared ‘gubsequent to an inquiry. (f) Commonwealth 
rates adopted - see above, 


14. 


Til. AVERAGE WERKLY EARNINGS 


The figures in this section are derived from particulars of employment and 
of wages and salaries recorded on Pay-roll Tax returns, from other direct collections 
and from estimates of the unrecorded balance. Pay of members of the defence forces 
is not included. 


Particulars of wages and salaries paid are not available for males and 
females separately from the sources mentioned above; average weekly earnings have 
therefore been calculated in terms of male units. Male units represent total male 
employment plus a proportion of female employment based on the approximate ratio of 
female to male earnings. As it was not possible to estimate the ratio of male to 
female earnings in the several States the same ratio has been used in each State. 
Because the actual ratio may vary between States precise comparisons between average 
earnings in different States cannot be made on the basis of the figures shown. 


For a number of reasons average weekly earnings per employed male unit 
cannot be compared with the minimum weekly wage rates shown in Tables 1 ~ 4. The 
figures in Tables 1 = 4 are weighted average minimum (award) rates payable to adult 
male wage earners in non-rural industry for a full week's work, at the end of each 
month or year. Those in Table 713 represent actual average weekly earnings for all 
wage earners and salaried employees (whether adult or junior, full-time or part-time, 
casual, etc.) and are quarterly or annual averages. 


TABLE 13. = AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPLOYED MALE UNIT (a) 





(£) 

—_ fp Soho | | 

1954-55 15.59 16.89} 16.15 Vite tan 
1955-56 16.48 17.93 | 16.94 18.34 
1956-57 17.42 18.34] 17.51 19.21 
1957-58 PH ERISIS 18.84 ere Wa 19.73 
1958-59 18.62 19.29 16.30 20. 34 
1959-60 19.71 20.91 19,61 21.93 
1960-61 20.79 21.68} 20.77 22.98 
1961-62 21.61 Doan net on 2362 
1962-63 22.18 22,89| 22.12 24.22 
1963-64 23.34 | 24.05] 23.59 25.043 
1962 ~- March Quarter 20.49 24 fe 120.6 22.65 
June " 21,88 22,85] 21.87 24.15 
September " Peed 22.64! 22.04 23.76 
December " 2seca 23,69! 22,66 25-110 

1963 - March " 20,92 227 25s| ete oS 23220 
June " 22.38 23,00] 22.50 24.83 
September " Ze tih Pe ree Ve Wee 8 24.65 
December " 24.48 25 lic 24.87 26.85 

1964 - March " 22.18 Pe We), (a em emer 24,21 
June " 23.91 24,52| 23,80 26.02 
September " 24.69 25.93] 23.89 26e ie 


(a) Includes, in addition to wages at award rates, earnings of salaried employees, over~ 
time earnings, over-award and bonus payments, payments made in advance or retrospective- 
ly during the periods specified, etc. See explanatory notes above. (b) Includes the 
Australian Capital Territory. (c) Includes the Northern Territory. 
NOTE:- Quarterly figures are affected by seasonal influences. 
Comparisons as to trend are generally best made by relating complete years or 
corresponding periods of incomplete years. However, comparisons of December 
quarter, 1963 and:March and June quarters, 1964 with the corresponéing quarters 
of previous years are affected by additional prepayments arising from exten- 
sions of annual leave from two to three weeks, 
Seasonally adjusted indexes of average earnings are shown in Table 14. 





yak : Ail ; 
Period Industries Barus eee Period THUG teenie ee 
: (c) : (c) 
1954-55 106.9 1958 ~ Sept. Qtr. 124.2 
1955-56 Dec. 126.0 
1956-57 1959 ~ March 125.04 
1957-58 June 126.8 
1958-59 : 
Sept. iS ihat 
1959-60 Dec. | eae f 
1960-61 March 13D 
1961-62 5 
1962-63 ao 13965 
1963-64 ept. 140.2 
Dec. 173 Bd f 
1954 - Dec. Qtr. iGeech 142.4 
1955 me March " June 140,2 
June : Sept. 140.9 
Sept. " Dec. 142.8 
pees March 144.4 
1956 - March " June 145.4 
June " Sept. 146.4 
Sap. Dec. 146.3 
ace March 149.3 
1957 - March " June 148.8 | 
June " Sept. 1507.6 
Sept. " Dec. 153.6 
ooo March 156.2 
19§8 - March " June 156.5 
June " Sept. (a) 


TABLE 1 


ee 


o - INDEXES OF AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS (a 


g AUSTRALIA 


(Base of each Index : Year 1953-54 = 100) 
Seasonally Adjusted 









(a) See explanatory notes on previous page. (b>) Average earnings per employed male 
unit. Based on Pay-roll Tax returns and other data. (c) The index for manufacturing 
industries for the years 1954-55 to 1962-63 is based on the average earnings of male 
wage and salary earners employed in factories as disclosed by annual Factory Censuses. 
The figures for periods subsequent to June, 1963 are interim estimates based on Pay- 
roll Tax returns and are subjest to revision when the Factory Census for 1963-64 is 
tabulated. (da) Not yet available, 


The index numbers for "All Industries" and "Manufacturing" show the movement in 
average earnings for each group over a period of time. However, they do not 
give, at any point of time, a comparison of actual earnings in the two groups. 


NOTE § = 


K. M. ARCHER 
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 


COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 
416TH FEBRRBUARY, 1965 


CANBERRA, A.C.T. 
NOTE:- Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
41971, Extension 7 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of the 
Bureau of Census and Statistics, 





